
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Subject: English (GCSE or Functional Skills) 
Level: Functional Skills / GCSE (Foundation) 
 
Focus for this fortnight: Descriptive Writing  
 
Please send any questions / queries to: englishteammailgroup@eastleigh.ac.uk 

 

Descriptive writing is an important 
skill you need to develop, so you 
can display the ability to engage a 
reader and write creatively in the 
exam.  
 
There are different styles of 
descriptive writing depending on the 
purpose. For example, you could be 
telling a short story where you need 
to develop structure, characters and 
plot. Or you could be describing a 
memorable situation in lots of detail 
using emotive adjectives, verbs and 
sensory language. 
 
Learning and using different 
language features is key to making 
your descriptive writing effective. 
These include: power of three, 
alliteration, similes, metaphors, 
personification, hyperbole and 
pathetic fallacy.  
 
Writing creatively is particularly 
important for Question 5, Paper 1 of 
your GCSE exam and also the 
Narrative Writing question in the 
Functional Skills assessment. 
 
 
 

 
1) Revise how to make your 
descriptive writing effective by 
watching the video, and reading the 
examples on the BBC website. 
 
2) Practise your understanding of 
three different language features 
used in descriptive writing by 
completing the gap fill exercise. 
 
Tasks: 
 
1) Watch the video in the link 
underneath, to enhance your 
understanding of how to make 
descriptive writing powerful. Then 
read the examples of different 
language features. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/gui
des/z8bt7p3/revision/1 
 
2) Read the opening paragraphs of 
the short story below, about a young 
man on his way to a job interview. 
Three language features are used: a 
metaphor, power of three and 
pathetic fallacy. Complete the gaps 
in the sentences with the correct 
word, from the list underneath, and 
then name each feature correctly. 
 
‘ On the morning of the interview I 
woke up with ………….. in my 
stomach. I was so nervous I could 
hardly eat any breakfast and I was 
extremely tired from spending most 
of the night worrying about the 
questions they might ask.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Developing your skills in descriptive 
writing will support you in being 
able to achieve the key behavioral 
qualities of being able to work both 
independently and collaboratively. 
You will share your ideas and 
experiences in pairs or groups, and 
then work independently to 
describe those ideas in the written 
form, using effective language 
techniques. This will build your 
confidence in how to express 
yourself verbally, and through your 
writing, which are crucial skills 
needed to communicate 
successfully in various areas of 
your adult life. 
  --------------------------------- 
SKILLS (Task 2 - continued from 
previous page) 
 
As I …………..  off the bus and 
walked towards the door of the 
building where the interview was 
being held, I felt ……….., 
apprehensive, but also …………… 
that I couldn’t let my preparation go 
to waste.   
 
Just as this ………… feeling came 
to me, the weather suddenly 
……….. The rain stopped, and the 
sun appeared from behind the 
………. It was just the boost of 
………… that I needed, as the 
manager of the company opened 
the door and welcomed me in. ’ 
 
butterflies, determined, stepped, 
positive, optimism, changed, 
clouds, drained,  
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